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try to figure things out for the future, the
more grateful I am for family and the more
grateful I am for friends.

You might think when you got to be
President that some other things would
transcend all of this, but they don’t. And
I think of people in this room—and I won’t
embarrass anyone by singling them out—
whether they’re firefighters or whether
they’re police officers or in the State or
local police or whether they’re superintend-
ents or whether they’re bosses, like some

standing up here. But we Bushes count our
blessings for friends. And we are very, very
grateful to all of you for this warm recep-
tion, and we won’t let you down. Thank
you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at
the Department of Safety in the James H.
Hayes Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Richard M. Flynn, commissioner, New
Hampshire Department of Safety.

Remarks to U.S. FIRST in Manchester, New Hampshire
February 12, 1992

Let me just say first, thanks to Dean
Kamen, the brains behind this effort. There
were a lot of support brains working with
it, too. And a little education right here and
I’ve done a little homework on all the work,
the marvelous work that’s been done here.
And I wish I could be at the inaugural of
the FIRST Encounters contest.

By creating this imaginative new partner-
ship between industry and education you
all are taking a first step, a big step forward
in meeting our goal of making America the
number one in science education. Math and
science, that’s the key to the future, to our
being competitive.

And I want to thank the various officials
that are with us: Dr. Schmitt, the president
of RPI; Jerry Fisher, Baxter Health Care;
Ray Price, the president of the Economic
Club of New York; Richard Osborne, the
president of U.S. FIRST, and Donald Reed,
the chairman.

In the 21st century we’re going to face
a technology race the likes of which we’ve
never seen. But competition makes us
strong. And American workers in my view
can outthink, outproduce, outcompete any-
body, anywhere. And competition made us
number one, and competition is going to
keep us there. And it compels us to do our
best. And it stimulates the desire to win.

How America does at the technology race
finish line depends on how we prepare the
next generation for the starting line. And
to teach this new generation, our adminis-

tration has put the Federal Government’s
scientific brainpower and labs to work,
teaching high school students about real-life
science. Our national technology initiative
will create new partnership to move tech-
nology out of the labs and into the market-
place.

And this America 2000 that I’m so enthu-
siastic about, our national education ap-
proach, strategy, is revolutionizing, literally,
our Nation’s schools. And you add it all up,
and new technology means new products
and new jobs and new economic growth.

When I put forth as one of our six na-
tional education goals making America’s stu-
dents the first in science and math, I knew
it was a tough challenge. But I knew that
challenge would bring out the best in all
of us, our teachers, our students, our indus-
tries, and our parents. And I’m sure the
competition here in Manchester is going to
be fierce, but I also know that, no matter
who wins, no one is going to lose. And how
you play the game is what matters here.
And you learn about engineering, but you’ll
also experience the joy of learning.

And I talk about competition: It’s going
to be active here, and it’s going to be active
abroad. But let me just say to the young
people: Please do not listen to the siren’s
call that says, we can’t compete, and we’ve
got to turn inward, and we have to resort
to isolationism or protectionism. I am con-
fident that the young people here today are
going to be able to compete with anyone
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around the world at any time.
And so we’re looking outward. We’re

looking for more exports and more pro-
ficiency in math and science. And I believe,
thanks to Mr. Kamen and others who are
committed here, we can get the job done.

Thank you, sir, for having me here today.

Note: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at
the Technology Center, the headquarters of
U.S. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology). In his re-
marks, he referred to Dean L. Kamen,
founder of U.S. FIRST, and Roland Schmitt,
president of Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the National Technology
Initiative
February 12, 1992

The President today endorsed a February
12, 1992, conference at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology to launch the na-
tional technology initiative.

The President today in New Hampshire
said, ‘‘Look to the long-term, and we’ve got
work to do . . . steps we can take right
now to guarantee progress and prosperity
into the next American century. We get
there by investing in the technologies of to-
morrow . . . with Federal support of R&D
at record levels . . . . We need to share
the results, get the great ideas generated
by public funds out into the private sector,
off the drawing board and onto store
shelves. Our national technology initiative
will do just that. . . . at M.I.T., the first
regional meeting is underway.’’

The conference is the first of a series of
regional meetings intended to spur U.S.
economic competitiveness by promoting a
better understanding of the opportunities
for industry to commercialize new tech-
nology advances. The program will highlight
the Federal Government’s investment in ad-
vanced technologies, much of which may

have commercial potential. It also will stress
recent changes in Federal policies designed
to foster private sector cooperation in com-
mercializing technology.

Secretary of Energy James D. Watkins,
Acting Commerce Secretary Rockwell A.
Schnabel, Acting Transportation Secretary
James B. Busey, and NASA Administrator
Richard Truly described the joint initiative
as a way to address one of the key chal-
lenges facing industry: the need to translate
new technologies into marketplace goods
and services. Encouraging closer coopera-
tion among U.S. companies and better links
with Federal laboratories is a central ele-
ment of the initiative.

The M.I.T. conference and subsequent
meetings around the country will provide
an opportunity for a discussion among Gov-
ernment, industry, and universities and in-
crease awareness of Federal science and
technology programs that can benefit U.S.
firms. In recent years, Congress and the
Bush administration have taken steps to bet-
ter enable the private sector to commer-
cialize federally supported research.

Statement on the Resignation of Richard H. Truly as Administrator
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
February 12, 1992

I have today regretfully accepted the res-
ignation of Richard H. Truly as Adminis-

trator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
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